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During the first few months of the project, considerable amounts of data have been collected. At the same time, Aarhus County has been working on estimating critical loads for nitrogen and phosphorus in the three pilot areas. The next phase is to determine what this knowledge provides of possibilities and hindrances for agricultural development in the area.

AGWAPLAN will reveal how much progress can be achieved through collaborative and voluntary efforts

Aarhus County has almost finished an assessment of the critical loads for Norsminde Fjord and Lake Ravn. The reduction targets for the Hinnerup Waterworks pilot area have already been calculated, and nitrogen leaching there will have to be reduced to meet drinking water quality standards. With Lake Ravn it seems that it is phosphorus loading that will have to be reduced further if good environmental status is to be achieved, while with Norsminde Fjord it is primarily nitrogen loading that will have to be reduced to achieve “good ecological status” as defined in the Water Framework Directive. The scenarios will be discussed at three local meetings in June (see the calendar below). 

The soil surveys provide valuable information for optimizing attainment of cultivational and environmental objectives

In recent months the Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences has been working on improving our knowledge of the ground in the Lake Ravn and Norsminde Fjord pilot areas. We have carried out electromagnetic investigations (EM38) and have dug a number of profiles to obtain a better picture of the variation in the ground. In the Lake Ravn pilot area the soil types primarily consist of meltwater deposits, moraine deposits and areas with glaciolacustrine clay. In the Norsminde pilot area we have so far detected moraine and meltwater deposits in the area south of Odder.

Due to the atypical weather conditions in the spring we have not yet completed the surveys in the Norsminde Fjord pilot area. Approximately 70% of the area was surveyed before the crops made it impossible to drive on the land with the instruments. The final EM38 measurements will thus be made after harvest time.

Photograph 1: EM38 measurements on part of the Rathlousdal estate clearly show a number of north-south oriented clayey hill crests (dark brown) consisting of heavy moraine clay surrounded by sandy moraine clay. 
“Good agricultural practice” or “improved agricultural practice”? Barrier studies show the importance of a common understanding of terms 

One of the tasks in the development of integrated agricultural advice is to determine any existing barriers in attitudes and understanding between the parties involved in the project – farmers, advisors, scientists and environmental authorities. A study of these barriers reveals that participants are predominantly positive about the project but represent different mindsets and, in the case of the farmers, different farming strategies. Among other things, the study recommends that the term “good agricultural practice (GLP)” be renamed because not everyone connects GLP with nitrogen and phosphorus leaching and the balance between the Water Framework Directive environmental objectives and agricultural production, which is the focus of the project. The study also shows that it is important that integrated agricultural advice is based on:

· the individual farms and the strategy practised, and thereby the possibilities for improvement to which they are receptive,

· the balance between the diversity of the farms and the provision of a uniform advisory service,

· openness about the basis upon which the critical loads are calculated and the development of tools for improving agricultural practice in the catchment,

· understanding of the correlation between environmental state and agricultural production in the catchment and the role therein played by the individual farms. 


Photograph 2: Scene from the workshop held on 4–5 May 2006.

Farmers, authorities, scientists and agricultural advisors join forces to develop tools for AGWAPLAN

Integration of production objectives and environmental objectives necessitates a completely different approach to production than we normally have with traditional agricultural advice. At the beginning of May we therefore sat down together deep in a forest in a forester’s hut and discussed what methods we can use at catchment and farm levels to clearly identify the possibilities for and hindrances to “more environment, more nature and more agriculture”. We have now arrived at a concept that is to be tested in the coming months.

Brief news since last time

Sister project in the catchment of Ringkøbing Fjord

The agricultural sector and county authorities are also working together in the catchment of Ringkøbing Fjord where, in a similar manner, they are trying to show how much progress can be achieved collaboratively on integrating production objectives and environmental objectives for the common good.
[image: image1.jpg]



Photograph 3. Visit to a soil survey in the Lake Ravn pilot area.

Visit by the EU

On April 21st we had a visit by the EU. We were asked numerous things about how the project was progressing. After a morning where we felt we had participated in an examination we had a good trip to Norsminde Fjord where we presented much of the measuring equipment that had been set up at the sluice and elsewhere.

We have also appeared on TV and radio. Here Per Bek from the Lake Ravn pilot area and Hans Jacob Fenger from the Norsminde Fjord pilot area explained the perspectives of the project in the finest manner.

Calendar

	1 June
	Meeting for agricultural advisors about a “Data Information System” on which all environmental and production data can be viewed

	14 June
	Meeting for agricultural advisors and county officials about the background for calculation of critical loads

	15 June
	Meeting for project farmers about the critical loads for Norsminde Fjord

	20 June
	Meeting for project farmers about the critical loads for Lake Ravn

	29 June
	Meeting for project farmers about the critical loads for Hinnerup Waterworks

	Early September
	Initiation of integrated agricultural advice at farm level


Website information

Remember to check the website www.agwaplan.dk, where you will find detailed information about the project. 

If you have forgotten your log-in or have difficulty in finding your way around the website, contact Lotte Buchtrup Hornbek on telephone number +45 8740 5456 for help.
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